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An ONLINE 
feast for 

book lovers

4th - 8th 
November 

2020

This year’s Festival is free for everyone!
Please subscribe to our YouTube channel to view events, or visit our website: stroudbookfestival.org.uk



Join us

This year’s Stroud Book Festival, 4-8 November 2020, 
is entirely online and our whole programme is free for 
everyone. Wherever you are, we hope you will be able 
to join us online for some or all of our events. 

What’s On
You can view the full guide to our online events 
programme both here and on our website, 
www.stroudbookfestival.org.uk.

How To View Events
Unless otherwise specified*, you cn watch Stroud Book 
Festival events on our YouTube channel. We suggest 
that you subscribe to our YouTube channel in advance 
so you can receive a reminder when the event is about 
to stream.

* Some events in our programme are produced and 
broadcast by our partner organisations, and in these 
cases more specific joining instructions apply. You will 
find these listed below the event descriptions on the 
website. 

Please note that for a few events the comments section 
will be turned off, but we still want to hear from you! 
Please let us know if you have a specific question in 
advance of any event by emailing our moderator at 
info@stroudbookfestival.org.uk. 

If you can’t watch our events live, much of our 
programme will be available to watch on our YouTube 
channel for a limited time afterwards. 

Festival Book Sales 
The Festival team loves independent bookshops and 
encourages you to support them. You’ll find a link to our 
Festival booksellers, Stroud Bookshop, alongside most 
of our events listings on our website. Every purchase 
you make will benefit both our Festival and our local 
independent bookshop.

Stroud Bookshop, www.stroudbookshop.com, 01453 
756646, stroudbookshop@gmail.com.

In some cases, a limited number of signed copies will 
be available. Please contact Stroud Bookshop direct for 
more information.

Please Support Us
Stroud Book Festival is run on a tight budget. This year 
we are thrilled to be able to present all our online events 
for free, thanks to the generosity of individuals, and 
local businesses and organisations in our community. If 
you plan to join us for our events in November, please 
consider donating the price of a virtual ticket at 
www.stroudbookfestival.org.uk/support-us.

How to Watch Stroud Book Festival’s Online Events

Subscribe to our YouTube channel for the best possible Stroud Book Festival experience2

Scan this QR code 
on your mobile 
phone to go 
straight to all our 
events.



Welcome

Welcome to the Stroud Book Festival 2020 where all 
events will be free and virtual. 

But then, reading is itself a virtual event, isn’t it? We don’t 
sit there actually eyeball to eyeball with Jane Austen, 
do we? Admiring her darting hazel eyes and strangely 
restless fingers? But we’re still right there beside her, 
fancying Mr Darcy or cringing at Mr Collins. Virtually.

That’s the truly magical, marvellous thing about books. 
When you’re enthralled by a story, a poem, a memoir 
somebody has written, you’re with the writer, as close 
as you can be to any other human being – in their mind. 
They may be a contemporary or long gone to that great 
library in the sky. (Where I bet Lord Byron is frequently 
shushed for talking.)

I’m thrilled that so many of my living heroes are 
headlining. Joanna Trollope! The nearest thing to 
Jane Austen available locally. Cath Kidston! I have her 
handbag and her glasses! I mean the ones she designed: 
I didn’t nick her own. Jonathon Porritt! The Green Guru 
who will blow your mind – guaranteed.

Then there’s Adam Rutherford, the geneticist with a brain 
the size of a planet. He’s going to tell us how to argue 
with a racist, and I shall rush out afterwards to find one. 

Ben Miller! Writer, actor, comedian, and the best thing 
about TV series Death in Paradise – the perfect escape. A 
highlight this year will be an event for Tall Bones, a stunning 
new novel by Anna Bailey – with free proof copies for the 
first 50 people to register.  

The festival welcomes writers from Jamaica to Eastern 
Europe: lively minds fascinated by science, politics, 
animals, fantasy, history, crime, ecology, adultery and 
vicarages! All of human life is here.

So many stars! So much fun! I think we’re going to enjoy 
Stroud Book Festival more than ever this year, because 
our need for it is so desperate.  

And in this dark emergency, in which we’ve all been so 
isolated and lonely, what could be more healing, more 
restorative than sharing our enjoyment of books and 
writers with our community, our beloved friends and 
neighbours? 

Join our events here: www.stroudbookfestival.org.uk/events-2020

Festival greetings from Gloucestershire author, Sue Limb
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We are so pleased you are joining us for our 5th 
birthday festival. These times have been difficult – 
and books have been a lifeline. We could not have 
even made it this far without our crowdfunding 
campaign, which gave us the heart and hope (and 
a little cash!) to create this year’s festival. 

Thank you so much for every single donation. Each 
one spurred us on to take this challenge – a free, 
completely virtual book festival from the heart of the 
Five Valleys. There is a thank you page at the end 
of this programme, and expect some shout-outs 
over the course of the festival – but we want to state 
here, as we introduce our programme, that this 
labour of love is for those who have joined us from 
near and far, to make this year’s festival happen.  

We want you all to feel connected: to the amazing 
people you will meet over the five days; to the team 
here in Stroud who are working to share these 
stories and artists with you; to the friends and family 
we hope you will gather together to watch these 
events. 

Every book, poem and song we share is a thread 
woven into the community that is Stroud Book 
Festival. Thank you so much for joining us. 

With love, 
Caroline, Louise, Shannon, Jane, Dominique  
and Camilla

Dear Friends of 
Stroud Book Festival



Festival Planner 

Unipiggle, the Unicorn Pig with Hannah Shaw 11.00-11.30 p10 
Interactive drawalong for ages 6-9 
The Day I Fell Into A Fairytale with Ben Miller   12.00 -13.00  P11 
Family event for ages 8+

Mum & Dad with Joanna Trollope  14.00-15.00 P12 

A Place Called Home with Cath Kidston 16.00-17.00 P12

Tall Bones with Anna Bailey  19.00-20.00 P13

One Of Them with Michael Cashman  20.30-21.30 P13 

Impossible! with Tracey Corderoy 10.00-10.30 P14
Interactive storytelling and craft for ages 3-7

Meet the Dream Team with Tom Percival 11.00-11.30 P14 
Storytelling and drawalong for ages 6-9

The Britannica All New Encyclopedia Quiz Show 12.00-13.00 P14 
with Christopher Lloyd  Interactive family event for ages 8+

Festival Reading Group:  14.00-15.00 P15
Small Island by Andrea Levy 

Travelling Hopefully with Rachel Joyce & Raynor Winn  16.00-17.00 P15

Diary Of A Young Naturalist with Dara McAnulty   18.00-19.00 P16

Stroud Short Stories No.20: ‘Disruption’   19.30  P16

Festival Finale: Vesper Flights with Helen Macdonald  20.00-21.00  P17

Our Grateful Thanks  20.00-21.00  P18

Creative Kickstart Workshop with Juliette Morton  9.30-11.30  P5

Festival Launch:  20.00-21.00  P5 
Mary Ann Sate, Imbecile with Alice Jolly and Red Dog Productions

Wednesday 4th November

Schools’ Day: James Carter  9.30-10.30 P6

Schools’ Day: Abi Elphinstone  11.00-12.00 P6 

Dare To Be Great: A Tribute to Polly Higgins  18.30-20.00 P7 

Hope In Hell: A Decade To Confront the Climate Emergency     20.30-21.30 P7
with Jonathon Porritt 

Thursday 5th November

Rare Books from the Museum:   15.00-15.30 P8
A Peek Behind the Scenes at Museum in the Park 

The Case For Home Schooling with Anna Dusseau 17.30-18.30 P8

How To Argue With A Racist with Adam Rutherford  19.00-20.00 P9

In Nearby Bushes with Kei Miller  20.30-21.30 P9 

Friday 6th November

The Best Place in the World and The Last Tiger with Petr Horáček 10.00-10.30 P10
Drawing/storytelling for ages 3-9 

Saturday 7th November 

Sunday 8th November

Subscribe to our YouTube channel for the best possible Stroud Book Festival experience4

Entries highlighted in red are children’s events.



Wednesday 4th November

FESTIVAL LAUNCH: Mary Ann Sate, Imbecile
with Alice Jolly and Red Dog Productions
20:00-21:00

 “If you tell a story oft enough
So it become true”.

Our Stroud Book Festival 2020 launch event will 
enchant both those who already love our town, and 
anyone from further afield who is curious to know 
more about the heritage and landscape of this most 
characterful and historic corner of the Cotswolds.

Award-winning Stroud writer Alice Jolly’s astonishing 
2018 novel, Mary Ann Sate, Imbecile is told in the voice 
of Mary Ann Sate, an elderly maidservant who in the 
last days of the 19th century has set out to write down 
her truth. Her haunting and poignant story brings 
to life the Stroud Valleys at a time of strife and rapid 
social change, and evokes the struggles of those who 
have been forgotten by history.

Now Alice’s novel is being dramatized for audiobook 
by Gloucestershire’s own Red Dog Productions.

We are thrilled to invite you to join us for the world 
premiere of the first 30 minutes of Red Dog’s dramatic 
audio interpretation of Mary Ann Sate, Imbecile, 
preceded by an in-conversation between Alice 
Jolly and Stroud Book Festival Programme Director 
Caroline Sanderson, in which Alice will explain the 
genesis of this very Gloucestershire story.

Four further 15-minute podcast episodes of Mary 
Ann Sate, Imbecile will be broadcast online each 
successive night of Stroud Book Festival  
(5th, 6th, 7th & 8th November) at 10pm via  
www.stroudbookfestival.org.uk.

Creative Kickstart Workshop 
with Juliette Morton
A Dialect Workshop event  
9.30-11.30

Been thinking about writing but not sure where to start? 
Stuck for a while and need to jump back on the word 
wagon? 

Join this light-hearted, collaborative online workshop 
designed to ignite fresh ideas and generate new and 
exciting work. Juliette Morton will lead you gently 
through a series of writing activities and share some 
great resources to help you keep the momentum going 
long after the Zoom room fun is done. 

FREE taster workshop for writers at any level looking 
for a kickstart to get back on the page or simply enrich 
their existing practice.

Book your place at www.dialect.org.uk.

Join our events here: www.stroudbookfestival.org.uk/events-2020 5

Tune in every 
night at 10pm 

for our Festival 
Book at 

Bedtime!



Thursday 5th November
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For the third year running, Stroud Book 
Festival is delighted to host our annual 
Schools’ Day, specially programmed for Key 
Stage 2 classes. In line with the ethos of this 
year’s Festival, our Schools’ Day events will 
be FREE to all primary schools.  

Last year, we welcomed more than 700 
primary school age children to our events at 
Stroud Subscription Rooms.  This year, as 
with all our events, our Schools’ Day will be 
online, and will present two fabulous  
authors who will entertain and inspire in 
equal measure. 

Please email info@stroudbookfestival.org.
uk for further information and to register for 
Stroud Book Festival Schools’ Day.

We are very grateful to our sponsors, ALCS, 
who have made this day possible through 
their continued financial support of the 
Festival.

If you or your school are able to support 
us, either by a donation, or by helping us 
spread the word, you can do so here: www.
stroudbookfestival.org.uk/support-us.

STROUD BOOK FESTIVAL SCHOOLS’ DAY: James Carter and Abi Elphinstone  |  Sponsored by ALCS  |  from 9.30

The Big Beyond:  
The Story of Space Travel  
with James Carter
9.30-10.30

Jungledrop: The Unmapped 
Chronicles  
with Abi Elphinstone 
11.00-12.00

“Once upon a rocket
A countdown has begun, 
From 10, 9, 8
To 7 & 6
To 5, 4, 3, 2, 1”
From the early humans who dreamt of wings, to the Moon 
landing and spacecraft exploring Mars, get ready for blast-
off with prize-winning poet and guitarist James Carter as 
he heads into The Big Beyond for a rhyming, fact-fizzing 
exploration of space, space travel, science and song.

“The most astonishing creatures of all are, in fact, children. 
Because what they lack in size, they make up for in spirit.”

Abi Elphinstone is the bestselling author of The Unmapped 
Chronicles fantasy series, including her latest book, 
Jungledrop which features 11-year-old twins, Fox and 
Fibber, who are rivals to inherit the Petty-Squabble Empire. 

Abi tells us all about how she creates the magical worlds 
that feature in her books, and explains how her travels in 
our own world inspire her writing.

Subscribe to our YouTube channel for the best possible Stroud Book Festival experience
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Thursday 5th November

Dare To Be Great: A Tribute To Polly Higgins 
In association with Stop Ecocide; Sponsored by Flint Books 
18.30-20.00 

Hope In Hell: A Decade To  
Confront The Climate Emergency  
with Jonathon Porritt
In association with Transition Stroud  |  20.30-21.30 

“I know it may not yet look like it, but we are sowing the seeds of greatness for countless generations to 
come. That is the Great Work of our times. Yours and mine.”

So writes Polly Higgins, celebrated Earth lawyer and luminary in the environmental justice movement, 
in Dare to Be Great. In this posthumously published book, she shares insights from her own remarkable 
life, with the aim of inspiring us to recognise and step into the greatness that lies within all of us. Join 
us to celebrate the publication of Dare to Be Great and Polly’s legacy, with the help of three writers who 
have taken inspiration from Polly and her work to Stop Ecocide across the globe.

Jini Reddy is an award-winning journalist and the author of Wanderland: A Search for Magic in the 
Landscape, which was shortlisted for the 2020 Wainwright Prize.

Jonathon Porritt is a writer, broadcaster and campaigner on sustainable development, and co-founder of 
Forum for the Future. His latest book is Hope in Hell: A Decade to Confront the Climate Emergency.

Maddy Harland is a pioneer of permaculture and regenerative practices. She co-founded Permanent 
Publications in 1990 and Permaculture Magazine in 1992 to explore traditional and new ways of living in 
greater harmony with the Earth. She is the author of Fertile Edges: Regenerating Land, Culture and Hope.

Chaired by: Anita van Rossum

“It’s not too late, but not for long.”

While we are close to passing ‘the point of no return’, there are still 
compelling reasons to remain hopeful about the climate emergency. 
So argues eminent writer, broadcaster and sustainable development 
campaigner Jonathon Porritt in his new book, Hope in Hell: A 
Decade to Confront the Climate Emergency. He joins us to explain 
his reasons for optimism – as long as we act now – and outlines 
his compelling blueprint for post Covid-19 recovery across the 
world, taking in everything from new technologies and the power 
of innovation, to the mobilisation of young people and a sense of 
intergenerational solidarity. 

All the solutions we need to address the climate emergency already 
exist, he argues. What’s lacking is political will – and the solution to 
that is in our own hands.

Chaired by: Charlie Mitchell

Jini Reddy Jonathon Porritt Maddy Harland 

Tune in at 10pm for the next instalment of Mary Ann Sate, Imbecile  
Join our events here: www.stroudbookfestival.org.uk/events-2020



Friday 6th November
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Rare Books From The Museum: A Peek Behind 
the Scenes at Museum in the Park

The Case For Home Schooling 
with Anna Dusseau  
Presented by Hawthorn Press   |  17.30-18.30

In the strange new world we now find ourselves in, the staff at Stroud’s Museum in 
the Park are still keen to share their extraordinary collections with us and are working 
hard to find new ways to do this. Thanks to a recent funding grant from the South West 
Museum Development Programme, they now have their very own filming equipment. 

This series of short films is their first attempt at sharing their fascinating collection on 
camera. As part of Stroud Book Festival, they explore some of the rarely seen but 
intriguing, historically significant or extremely beautiful books from their collection, 
including Samuel Lysons’ Account of the Antiquities Uncovered at Woodchester (1797), 
and an early edition of Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, illustrated by 
John Tenniel (1868).

Join them (virtually) to get a closer look at some of these fascinating volumes, hear 
about their history, and even listen to passages read aloud.

In her book The Case for Home Schooling: Free Range Home Education Handbook, 
newly published by Hawthorn Press, former teacher and home educator  
Anna Dusseau explores the benefits of home education, the ways children come 
to understand the world, and how home schooling can cultivate truly creative 
learning for life.

In this panel discussion event, Anna, along with contributors to the book, Ceris 
Brewis, Astrid Vijne and Philip Mott, will discuss the state of education today, 
and how home schooling can work for families in these post-lockdown times.

Chaired by: Katy Bevan of Hawthorn Press.

15.00-15.30In partnership with: 

Subscribe to our YouTube channel for the best possible Stroud Book Festival experience
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Friday 6th November

How To Argue With A Racist   
with Adam Rutherford 
In association with: Stroud Against Racism  |  19.00-20.00

In Nearby Bushes   
with Kei Miller 
Sponsored by Stroud Arts Festival  |  20.30-21.30 

Race is real because we perceive it, and racism is real because we enact it. But now 
‘science’ is increasingly being used in a way that strengthens racist ideologies, as 
part of the public discourse on politics, migration, education, sport and intelligence. 

The result is that stereotypes and myths about race are expressed not only by 
racists but also by otherwise well-intentioned people whose experience and cultural 
baggage steer them towards views that are not supported by the modern study of 
human genetics.

So who better to dispel such prevailing myths and stereotypes than geneticist, writer 
and broadcaster Dr Adam Rutherford, who is himself of dual heritage? Drawing on 
the scientific and historical knowledge he uses to devastating effect in his book How 
to Argue With a Racist, he will show us the way to do just that.

Chaired by: Sabrina Pace-Humphreys 

We’re delighted to welcome award-winning poet, novelist and essayist Kei Miller 
to Stroud Book Festival. Born in Jamaica, Kei won the prestigious Forward Prize for 
Best Collection for The Cartographer Tries to Map a Way to Zion (2014), whilst his 
2017 novel Augustown won several awards, including the Bocas Prize for Caribbean 
Literature. He is also an award-winning essayist.

Kei joins us in conversation with Adam Horovitz, and will read from his latest poetry 
collection, In Nearby Bushes. Shortlisted for the 2020 Derek Walcott Prize, it explores 
his strangest landscape yet – ‘the placeless place’. 

Here is a world in which it is possible to both hide and heal, a landscape as much 
marked by magic as it is by murder.

Chaired by: Adam Horovitz

Tune in at 10pm for the next instalment of Mary Ann Sate, Imbecile  
Join our events here: www.stroudbookfestival.org.uk/events-2020



Saturday 7th November
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The Best Place In The World  
and The Last Tiger    
with Petr Horáček 
10.00-10.30  |  For ages 3-9

Unipiggle, The Unicorn Pig     
with Hannah Shaw  
11.00-11.30  |  For ages 6-9

Meet Stroud’s Hannah Shaw, award-winning author and illustrator of the madcap 
adventure series, Unipiggle: The Unicorn Pig. 

Hear how Hannah creates her vibrant and fun characters, including Princess Pea 
and her podgy, pongy and proud unicorn pig – Unipiggle! You’ll even learn how to 
create step-by-step your very own Unipiggle with his amazing magical horn.

You will need: 

l   Pencil    l   Paper

Sharpen your pencils and get ready to meet Petr Horáček, acclaimed author of 
such picture book classics as Silly Suzy Goose and Puffin Peter, in this fantastic 
interactive drawalong event for everyone who likes picture books, 

Petr will be introducing his two latest books, The Best Place in the World and The 
Last Tiger. He will also be showing us all how to draw a hare!

You will need: 

l   Pencil    l   Paper

Subscribe to our YouTube channel for the best possible Stroud Book Festival experience



Saturday 7th November
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The Day I Fell Into A Fairytale      
with Ben Miller  
12.00-13.00  |  Family event ages: 8+

Do you believe in fairytales? We think you will 
after hearing all about the brilliant new book 
by actor, director and comedian Ben Miller, 
best known for writing and starring in The 
Armstrong and Miller Show and for his role in 
crime comedy drama, Death in Paradise.

In The Day I Fell Into a Fairytale, we meet 
Lana who loves stories, especially the ones 
she and her brother, Harrison, share in their 
make-believe games. 
 
But when Harrison decides he’s too grown-
up to play anymore, Lana starts to feel 
lonely. Until she discovers a portal to a dark, 

dangerous fairytale world where the characters she meets need her help to 
defeat an evil witch. 

Can she convince Harrison to believe in stories and journey with her again… 
before it’s too late?

Chaired by: Paul McLaughlin

Join our events here: www.stroudbookfestival.org.uk/events-2020



Saturday 7th November
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Mum & Dad    
with Joanna Trollope 
14.00-15.00

A Place Called Home     
with Cath Kidston 
Sponsored by Bailey Paints  |  16.00-17.00

“Sometimes your parents don’t know best.”

It’s been twenty-five years since Gus and Monica left England to start a new life in 
Spain, building a vineyard and wine business from scratch. However, when Gus 
suffers a stroke and their idyllic Mediterranean life is thrown into upheaval, it’s left to 
their three grown-up children in London to step in and attempt to sort things out. It 
isn’t long, however, before long-simmering resentments start rising to the surface.

Born in her grandfather’s rectory in Minchinhampton, bestselling novelist Joanna 
Trollope is an astute chronicler of contemporary family life. Nowhere more so than 
in her twenty-second novel, Mum and Dad, which examines the ups and downs 
of family relationships across three generations. We’re delighted to welcome 
Gloucestershire native Joanna to Stroud Book Festival to discuss her latest novel 
and her distinguished fiction-writing career.

Chaired by: Louisa Joyner

“When we walked in, I had that heart-stopping moment when I felt I could have been 
at home, and the feeling completely overtook me.”

So began globally famous designer Cath Kidston’s journey to turn her rambling 
manor house tucked away on the edge of a Stroud valley into a beautiful yet 
practical home.

In an event specially recorded for Stroud Book Festival in her sitting room, we are 
thrilled to present Cath in conversation with our Programme Director Caroline 
Sanderson. From using vintage-inspired prints to transform a corner, to finding the 
right rug to tie a room together, she will give insights into her creative process, and 
share the memories and motivations behind her style choices.

An event not to be missed by Cath Kidston devotees, or indeed anyone who loves 
design and interiors.

Chaired by: Caroline Sanderson

Subscribe to our YouTube channel for the best possible Stroud Book Festival experience
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Saturday 7th November

Tall Bones   
with Anna Bailey 
19.00-20.00

One Of Them      
with Michael Cashman 
In association with Stroud Pride  |  20.30-21.30 

In a Stroud Book Festival exclusive, we present a fantastic chance to hear all about 
what will undoubtedly be one of the hottest debut novels of 2021: Tall Bones by Anna 
Bailey, publishing next April.

At 24 Anna, who grew up in Cheltenham, is an amazing new novel-writing talent. 
Tall Bones is described as a ‘firecracker of a literary crime novel’, set in a remote and 
claustrophobic town in Colorado. It explores what happens to a fractured community 
following the disappearance of 17-year-old Abigail. It’s a story about love and hate, 
acceptance and intolerance, and how religious devotion can manifest as rage and 
violence with utterly dangerous consequences. An event sure to enthral anyone who 
loves classy crime fiction, as well as aspiring young fiction writers.

The first 50 people to register for this event will be posted a coveted proof copy of 
Tall Bones prior to the start of the Festival (UK addresses only). To register, please 
email info@stroudbookfestival.co.uk, and write Tall Bones in the subject line.

Chaired by: Sarah Shaffi

In One of Them, his hugely entertaining memoir, Michael Cashman, aka Baron 
Cashman of Limehouse, looks back on his well-lived life: taking in his East End 
childhood and appearances on the West End stage as a child actor; his role as 
Colin, the first gay character in EastEnders; his LGBTQ+ activism, including as co-
founder of Stonewall; and his time in politics, serving as MEP for the West Midlands 
and now as a member of the House of Lords. It is a story with a beautiful beating 
heart too: Michael’s 31-year relationship with his late husband and the love of his 
life, Paul Cottingham, who died from cancer in 2014.

We are honoured to be welcoming Michael to Stroud Book Festival for an in-
conversation event which promises to be joyous, moving and political in equal 
measure.

Chaired by: Caroline Sanderson

Tune in at 10pm for the next instalment of Mary Ann Sate, Imbecile  
Join our events here: www.stroudbookfestival.org.uk/events-2020



Sunday 8th November
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Impossible!     
with Tracey Corderoy
10.00-10.30  |  For ages 3-7

Meet The Dream Team      
with Tom Percival  
11.00-11.30  |  For ages 6-9

The Britannica All New 
Encyclopedia Quiz Show 
with Christopher Lloyd 
Sponsored by Saymor Furniture 
12.00-13.00  |  For ages 8-108

Dog longs to visit the ocean, but it is MILES away. 
“Impossible!”, he sighs. But then Crab appears after 
using a new washing powder called Ocean Magic, and 
needs help getting home. Will Dog take the chance to 
make his dream come true?

Join Stroud author Tracey Corderoy as she journeys 
with Dog and Crab to the ocean. Make a jumping 
jellyfish. Then join in the ‘Jellyfish Jive’ song!

You will need: 

l   A semi-circle of card or a paper plate
l   Wool or tissue strips to make tentacles
l   String & sequins
l   Felt pens, glue and sticky tape. 

Meet the Dream Team, who turn nightmares into 
awesome adventures!

Join Stroud author/illustrator Tom Percival, who will 
introduce you to Erika and the Dream Team gang from 
his latest spectacular adventure series. He will share 
sneak peeks from both his Dream Team books as the 
gang go on missions to defeat the heebie jeebies and 
the jitters. Followed by a fun, interactive drawalong!

You will need: 

l   Pencil
l   Paper

Fire up your family’s brain power with our brilliant interactive 
virtual quiz, hosted by Christopher Lloyd, editor of the 
Britannica All New Children’s Encyclopedia: What We Know 
and What We Don’t. The multiple-choice quiz consists of 
eight rounds, packed with questions that test your general 
knowledge, memory and speed at answering. 

The winning team will be crowned ‘Britannica Quiz 
Champions’ of Stroud Book Festival. They will also receive 
a signed copy of the encyclopedia, which has 416 colourful 
pages of mind-boggling facts and illustrations.

A Zoom event. To register, email info@stroudbookfestival.
org.uk. Joining instructions will be sent prior to the event. 

Subscribe to our YouTube channel for the best possible Stroud Book Festival experience
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Sunday 8th November

Festival Reading Group: 
Small Island by Andrea Levy 
In association with Stroud Library  |  14.00-15.00 

Travelling Hopefully       
with Rachel Joyce and Raynor Winn 
16.00-17.00 

In partnership with our friends at Stroud Library and as part of the BBC’s 100 
Novels That Shaped the World strand, we invite you to a special open reading group 
discussion of Andrea Levy’s multi-award-winning novel, Small Island.

Read or re-read the book prior to the event, and then join in our conversation, 
sharing your own thoughts and comments on Andrea Levy’s seminal novel with our 
panel, and with your fellow readers.

We are delighted to welcome acclaimed novelists Rachel Joyce and Nikesh 
Shukla – both huge admirers of Small Island – and chair Cathy Rentzenbrink to 
lead our discussion on this magnificent novel about empire, prejudice, war and love.

Chaired by: Cathy Rentzenbrink

To register, email info@stroudbookfestival.org.uk. Full joining instructions will be sent 
prior to the event. 

Life-changing journeys, real and imagined, are at the heart of the latest bestselling 
books by Rachel Joyce and Raynor Winn.

Miss Benson’s Beetle, Rachel’s fifth novel, is the story of Margery Benson who, in 
a devastating moment of clarity, gives up her dead-end job and travels to the other 
side of the world in search of a golden beetle that may, or may not, exist.

The Wild Silence is the sequel to Raynor’s prize-winning memoir, The Salt Path, 
in which she and her husband Moth try to come to terms with homelessness by 
walking the South West Coast Path. In her new book, Raynor relates what happens 
when she and Moth attempt to rediscover a sense of home once settled within four 
walls again.

Rachel and Raynor join us to discuss their writing, and how travelling both intrepidly 
and hopefully can help us find a sense of who we really are.

Chaired by: Caroline Sanderson

Join our events here: www.stroudbookfestival.org.uk/events-2020
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Diary Of A Young Naturalist     
with Dara McAnulty
Sponsored by Stroud High School   |  18.00-19.00

Stroud Short Stories No.20 
‘Disruption’
19.30 onwards

“I have the heart of a naturalist, the head of a would-be scientist, and the bones of 
someone who is already wearied by the apathy and destruction wielded against the 
natural world.”

In his utterly remarkable debut book, Diary of a Young Naturalist, 16-year-old Dara 
McAnulty from Northern Ireland chronicles the turning of a year in his life, from 
spring to summer, autumn to winter; on his home patch, at school, in the wild, and in 
his head. Evocative, raw and enchantingly written, it explores the natural world from 
the perspective of an autistic teenager juggling homework, exams and family life 
alongside his conservation work and environmental activism.

This very special book has already won the 2020 Wainwright Prize for UK nature 
writing. Don’t miss the chance to hear Dara in conversation as he shares his brave, 
ethical and poetic view of the natural world.

Chaired by: Ellen Cormack and Caroline Sanderson

This Stroud Short Stories event is special for a number of reasons. As well as the 
fact that it takes place exclusively on YouTube for the first time and is part of Stroud 
Book Festival, it’s also the 20th event since SSS was founded in 2011. Even more 
importantly, it’s dedicated to the late Rick Vick – local author, writing tutor, events 
organiser and SSS mainstay – who sadly died in late 2019.

As usual, you will hear ten stories read by their authors, all of whom are from 
Gloucestershire. These stories were chosen from the 119 submitted by 90 authors. 
The stories are by Robin Booth, Stephen Connolly, Hannah Glickstein, Claire 
Harrison, Emma Kernahan, Geoff Mead, Simon Piney, Mark Rutterford, Sharon 
Webster and Steve Wheeler. As if it were a live event, organiser John Holland has 
placed the stories in the order he thinks works best, but on YouTube you can pick 
and choose as you wish. SSS will open for submissions again at the end of January 
2021, for an open-themed event on Sunday 9 May at the Cotswold Playhouse.

Introduced by: John Holland

Join the live event at http://stroudshortstories.blogspot.com/

Subscribe to our YouTube channel for the best possible Stroud Book Festival experience
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FESTIVAL FINALE:  
Vesper Flights       
with Helen Macdonald 
In association with Stroud Valleys Project; 
Sponsored by the Laura Kinsella Foundation    
20.00-21.00 

“What science does is what I would like more literature to do too: show 
us that we are living in an exquisitely complicated world that is not all 
about us. It does not belong to us alone. It never has done.”

Vesper Flights, Helen Macdonald’s first book since her extraordinary 
and multi award-winning memoir, H is for Hawk, is a collection of 41 
essays, each of which reflects on an aspect of our human relationship 
with the natural world. Their subject matter is marvellously diverse, 
taking in nests, ants, hares, glow-worms, mushrooms, the migration of 
birds over Manhattan and more.

While they are often joyous pieces, full of wonder and curiosity, they 
also open our eyes to the parlous state of the environment. “Literature 
can teach us the qualitative texture of the world. And we need it to,” 
Helen writes. “We need to communicate the value of things, so that 
more of us might fight to save them.”

Please join Helen in conversation with Programme Director, Caroline 
Sanderson, for a very fitting finale to Stroud Book Festival 2020.

Tune in at 10pm for the next instalment of Mary Ann Sate, Imbecile  
Join our events here: www.stroudbookfestival.org.uk/events-2020
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We are very grateful to all our supporters, sponsors and funders for their generosity.
Thank you to all our 2020 Festival authors and chairs, our volunteers, and our audiences.


