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Welcome

Boys and girls come out to play! The sun may not be shining in November, 
but the welcome will be warm and the conversation will sparkle. We’ve been 
cooped up for too long, and now at last we can celebrate books together, 
discuss the burning issues of the day and hear from some of the most 
inspiring writers on the planet.

And our beautiful planet has got to be in the forefront of everyone’s minds 
as we reel from multiple extreme weather events. We’ve got to do things 
differently from now on: cherish and repair Nature, and live better lives.

And a roll-call of dazzling writers bring their advice: from geopolitics and 
mapping the future, to the study of fungi, one of the building blocks of life 
on earth. From resurrecting liberalism in a more compassionate politics, 
to reinventing a kinder economy in which profit gives way to planet as a 
priority. From team-building and recognising our place in the human chain, 
to welcoming and celebrating the heroic stories of refugees. From caring 
for our loved ones when they become vulnerable, to helping our children 
recover from the awful impoverishments of lockdown.

Children have perhaps suffered more than the rest of us: unable to see 
friends and beloved teachers in person, unable to play with friends in the 
fresh air, unable to explore. Stroud Book Festival has a programme designed 
to help them recover their confidence and zest for life.

It can encourage girls to become scientists, inspire kids to believe they can 
change the world, to learn to cook, to become cooler than cool. And above 
all children can find tips to help the environment, the beautiful planet they will 
inherit: little things they can do every day to make life better.

But while we’re energetically rebuilding our world, there’s got to be time 
for fun! Daydreams and jellybeans, songs, rhymes, storytelling: sharks, 
ladybirds, the butterfly lion. 

There’s a cornucopia of delights to enchant the young – and the not-so-
young will be transported too, back to the world of imagination, where 
anything is possible. So dive in: the words are lovely!

Festival greetings from 
Gloucestershire author,  
Sue Limb
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The sixth annual Stroud Book Festival (Now We Are Six!) is almost 
here, and we’re thrilled to be welcoming audiences back into our 
venues once again. Whilst you did us proud by embracing our virtual 
Festival last year, there is nothing, absolutely nothing like staging live, 
in-person events with real live in-person authors.

For 2021, we have created a new Festival strapline - A Celebration of 
Stories, Ideas and Community for Readers of All Ages – to encapsulate 
the ethos behind this year’s programme, created during a pandemic 
that has changed us all. This year’s Stroud Book Festival will bring you 
speakers to challenge, inform and even alter your perspective, but also 
events that will entertain, comfort and raise a laugh as we celebrate 
the vital role books and their authors play in our lives.

Whilst we’re delighted to be staging a live, in-person Festival once 
again, if the past year has taught us anything it is that life is full of 
uncertainties. This means that our programme will inevitably be 
susceptible to change, so please check our website regularly for the 
latest updates, particularly if we have to move to a Covid contingency 
plan. For the majority of our events we will, in any case, be maintaining 
slightly reduced capacities to help keep everyone safe. Another reason 
to book your tickets soon!

We would like to thank Camilla Hale and our brilliant volunteers for 
all their help in making the Festival happen, and we look forward very 
much to welcoming you to this year’s Stroud Book Festival.

Love from Louise, Shannon, Caroline, Jane & Dominique

The Festival team loves independent bookshops and 
encourages you to support them. We are delighted to 
be working with Stroud Bookshop, who will be selling 
books at all the events held at the Subscription Rooms 
and Lansdown Hall. In some cases, a limited number of 
signed copies will be available. 

Stroud Bookshop

23 High Street, Stroud GL5 1AJ

www.stroudbookshop.com

01453 756646

stroudbookshop@gmail.com. 

Stroud Bookshop are offering each child attending 
events at Stroud Book Festival Schools’ Day (whether 
in person or virtually) a £1.00 voucher to use in the 
bookshop.

Dear readers of Stroud 
and beyond

Book sales

Shannon Newton

Louise Brice

Caroline Sanderson

Jane Churchill

Dominique Shead

Scan this QR code on 
your mobile phone to go 
straight to all our events.
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Registered charity number: 1167094 

We fund improvements to the Cotswold Way and other 
major trails within the Cotswold Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty with particular focus on opening up routes 
for young families and people using disability scooters. 

The funding from membership subscriptions – at just £10 
per year per person – and from donations is really 
appreciated and vital for the work to be undertaken. 

 

To join as a Member go to: 
www.cotswoldwayassociation.org.uk/join 

To make a donation go to: 
www.cotswoldwayassociation.org.uk/fundraising 

 

Thank you 
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Wednesday 3 November

The destination for history
www.thehistorypress.co.uk
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From the Victorian cloth mills to contemporary 
studios, Stroud has a long and noble history of 
making things by hand. All around the valleys, 
makers are engaged in creating beautiful and 
useful objects, works of art and installations. 

   Here, Made in Stroud shop owner, Clare 
Honeyfi eld, brings to life the conversations she’s 

had with the many wonderful and talented 
makers and artists of the ever-popular Stroud.

Artisan
Stroud
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Festival Launch Night: Artisan Stroud  
with Clare Honeyfield  
18.30-20.00  |  Subscription Rooms  |  £10
For the opening night of Stroud Book Festival 2021 we are thrilled to host the 
launch of a book wholly inspired by the creativity and artistry that help make Stroud 
such a vibrant and stimulating place to live.

Artisan Stroud is a sumptuous celebration of 25 makers living in the Five Valleys 
who are engaged in creating beautiful and useful objects, works of art and 
creativity, in the long and noble tradition of making things by hand which stretches 
from Stroud’s Victorian cloth mills to the contemporary studios of today.

The author of this glorious coffee-table book, published by Cheltenham-based 
publisher The History Press, is Clare Honeyfield, award-winning business owner 
and coach. Clare will be in conversation with three artisans profiled in her book, 
talking to them about their inspirations and their working methods. Before and 
after the event there will be a chance to view artworks by these and other makers 
profiled in Artisan Stroud.

And giving you an exciting chance to own artwork by one of these makers, we will 
be holding a silent auction, with all proceeds going to support Stroud Book Festival.



For the fourth year running, we are delighted to invite you to our annual Stroud 
Book Festival Schools’ Day, a series of events specially programmed for 
Key Stage 2 classes (years 3-6). We look forward to hosting events from the 
following fantastic authors:
 
n   Kate Pankhurst, 9.30-10.30: Fantastically Great Women Scientists and 

their Stories  (years 3-5) 

n  Alex Wharton, 11.30-12.30: Daydreams and Jellybeans (years 3-6) 

n  Piers Torday, 13.30-14.30: The Wild Before (years 4-6)

We are pleased to welcome students to live events in The Sub Rooms once 
again this year. We do understand that some schools and students may not be 
able to join us in person, and thanks to the Summerfield Trust, we are delighted 
to offer schools the opportunity to join us virtually instead.
All tickets: £4 per child per event  Digital only pass: £30 per class per event

To book tickets and for further information, please call our Box Office at the Sub 
Rooms: 01453 796880. You can book secure in the knowledge that if you need 
to cancel live tickets for any reason, we will offer a full refund or transfer your 
tickets to digital access.

Huge thanks to our sponsors, ALCS, for their continued support of Stroud 
Book Festival Schools’ Day. Please visit their website for more details of their 
invaluable work: www.alcs.co.uk

STROUD BOOK FESTIVAL SCHOOLS’ DAY: 
Kate Pankhurst, Alex Wharton and Piers Torday  

Sponsored by ALCS and The Summerfield Trust

Thursday 4 November
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At the Authors' Licensing and Collecting Society (ALCS), we believe that the contribution writers 
make to society should be valued – that’s why we campaign to protect copyright, authors’ 
rights and vital revenue streams for creators. No one else in the world does exactly what we do.

But why is copyright so important? Copyright can sound complicated, but in reality, it’s simple. 
When something is created – say an author writes a book – copyright automatically applies to, 
and safeguards, all their creative work. Copyright is really just about ownership: a law which says 
if you make something, you own it, and you decide what happens to it. 

This means writers can decide if, and how, other people can use their work and whether they need 
to pay to do so. If writers can make money from what they create, there’s a huge incentive to 
carry on creating.

Find out more about copyright >> alcs.co.uk/copyright-education
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The Power of Geography 
with Tim Marshall
18.30-19.30  |  Subscription Rooms  |  £10 

If you want to understand what’s happening in the world, look at a map. 

In his word-of-mouth global bestseller, Prisoners of Geography, Tim Marshall 
– a former diplomatic editor for Sky News, and an authority on foreign affairs 
who has reported from 40 countries – illuminated how every nation’s choices are 
limited by mountains, rivers, seas, and even concrete. 
 
We’re delighted to welcome Tim to Stroud Book Festival for an illustrated 
presentation on his new bestseller, The Power of Geography. This builds on the 
insights in his first book to offer a compelling analysis of ten regions of growing 
geopolitical importance in terms of shaping our human future: from Australia and 
the Sahel, to Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Space.

Thursday 4 November

Silence Is Not an Option:  
You Can Impact the World for Change! 
with Stuart Lawrence
19.00-20.00   |  Lansdown Hall  |  Family event for ages 12+  |  £10
Stuart Lawrence’s older brother Stephen died in an unprovoked attack in April 
1993. Since this tragic event, Stuart and his family have worked tirelessly and 
have had a huge impact on changing attitudes to racism in Britain.

In Silence is Not an Option, his first book for young people, Stuart – a teacher, 
mentor and motivational speaker – intersperses his reflections on his brother’s 
life and murder with inspiring advice about the tools that have helped him live 
positively, and kept him moving forwards in tough times. He strives to use his 
own experience to help others – particularly young people – find their voices, 
stand up for change, and contribute towards creating a more positive society.

We are honoured to welcome Stuart to Stroud Book Festival in what will be 
an uplifting and inspiring event for both adults and young people aged 12+, 
especially those who strive to make activism part of their everyday lives.

Chaired by Sabrina Pace-Humphreys. 
In association with Stroud Against Racism.
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Belonging: The Ancient Code of Togetherness 
with Owen Eastwood
18.30-19.30  |  Subscription Rooms  |  £10 

New Zealander Owen Eastwood is one of the world’s most in-demand elite 
performance coaches, who has worked with Gareth Southgate’s England 
football team, the Scotland rugby team and the Team GB Olympic squad, 
as well as the South African cricket team. And beyond sport, Owen has also 
helped the Command Group of NATO and the Royal Ballet School to build a 
sense of togetherness, teamwork and group identity. 

Join us to hear Owen talk about his book Belonging: The Ancient Code of 
Togetherness, a powerful meld of evolutionary science, philosophy and 
personal development, and the ancient lore of his Māori ancestors. And 
discover why every England football team member was given a copy on 
arrival at camp for this summer’s Euros. 

Chaired by Paul McLaughlin.

Thursday 4 November

Why Rebel? 
with Jay Griffiths
20.30-21.30  |  Subscription Rooms  |  £10 

Only when it is dark enough can you see the stars, and they are lining up now 
to write rebellion across the skies. Why rebel? Because nature is not a hobby. It 
is the life on which we depend.

So writes visionary, award-winning author Jay Griffiths in the introduction to her 
latest book, Why Rebel? It’s a passionate, poetic manifesto for urgent rebellion 
in the context of the climate emergency. But as well as a clarion call to action by 
a writer who made headlines with her Extinction Rebellion court case speech in 
2020, it is also a glorious and lyrical paean to the deep and extraordinary beauty 
of the living world, and to the politics of kindness. No wonder John Berger said 
of Jay: “If bravery itself could write, it would write like she does.”

We are delighted to welcome Jay to Stroud Book Festival, to present her 
rebellious thoughts and activism in person.

Introduced by Roger Mortlock.

Friday 5 November
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Friday Night Thrills 
with Clare Mackintosh and Melanie Golding
20.30-21.30  |  Subscription Rooms  |  £10 

Thrillers are a mainstay of the fiction bestseller lists, demonstrating that this is a 
genre that readers in their droves can’t get enough of. But why? And what are 
the ingredients of a top-class thriller?  To provide some answers, we’re thrilled 
(ha!) to present two superb exponents of the page-turning thriller genre. 

Clare Mackintosh is the multi-award-winning author of four Sunday Times 
bestselling novels which have been translated into 40 languages and have sold 
more than two million copies worldwide while attracting praise from the likes of 
Lee Child and Karin Slaughter. Her new novel, Hostage, is set on board the first 
non-stop flight from London to Sydney, and provides a modern high-concept 
take on the classic, locked-room thriller.

Melanie Golding is the Stroud-based author of two novels: her debut, Little 
Darlings, which has been optioned for screen by Free Range Films, and her 
new novel, The Replacement, which weaves Melanie’s trademark folklore-
inspired narrative with the pace and twists of a police procedural.

Chaired by Jo Durrant.

Friday 5 November Saturday 6 November

The Stories of Stroud in 10 Objects:  
Writers’ Workshop 
with JLM Morton
9.30-12.30 | Museum in the Park Pavilion |  £20
Join us for a morning of fun and exploration selecting objects that inspire us to 
write new stories and poems from displays at the Museum in the Park. 

Led by JLM Morton, this playful writing workshop will go hunting for the truth, 
lies, anecdotes, official and unofficial histories that linger in the collection of 
Roman skulls, dinosaur bones, coins, textiles, paintings, taxidermy, rocks, farm 
machinery and much more! By the end of the workshop, you’ll have gathered (at 
least) 10 objects and the beginnings of new work that tell your story of Stroud. 

Suitable for writers working at any level in any form, from beginners to the more 
experienced looking forfresh inspiration. Sense of adventure essential.

JLM Morton’s pamphlets Lake 32 and Sentient are published by Yew Tree Press. 
This year Juliette was awarded an Arts Council grant to work on a collection 
exploring the role of trade cloth in colonial expansion. She is poet in residence for 
Stroudwater Textile Trust. www.jlmmorton.com

Book at: https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/dialect/t-axrexp
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Saturday 6 November

Happy Birthday, Maisy! 
Cards, presents, balloons…it’s party time!

Would you believe it, Maisy, the superstar mouse, beloved by toddlers across 
the world, is 30 years old this year? She is still as cheerful, as busy and as 
colourful as ever! So please help Stroud Book Festival celebrate Maisy’s 
special birthday by joining us for fun-filled (and colourful!) events to mark the 
publication of her special anniversary pop-up book, Happy Birthday, Maisy.

Storytelling Sessions at Stroud Library  |  11.30 & 2.00  
Bring yourselves, whiskers, tails and all, to Stroud Library where you can sit 
with storyteller Vickie Long, hear all about Maisy’s latest adventures, and take 
away some free Happy Birthday Maisy activity sheets to enjoy at home.
This is a free event, but advance booking is necessary (see website).

PLUS! Maisy’s Birthday Trail  |  The Museum in the Park  
 3-7 November
Throughout this year’s Festival, families with young children are invited to skip 
up to the Museum in the Park for our free Maisy trail.You can have oodles of 
fun trying to spot where birthday mouse Maisy is hiding around the Museum.

Big Green Crocodile 
with Jane Newberry
10.00-10.45  |  Ages 2-5 |  Lansdown Hall |  £5 

Rhymes that make you want to clap your hands and laugh out loud. 
Michael Morpurgo

Snap along with the The Big Green Crocodile and author Jane Newberry in 
this exciting and interactive storytelling session especially for our youngest 
Festival goers. 

There will be music, movement, songs, 
rhymes, percussion and toybox 
entertainment, with lots 
and lots of play and 
joining in! 

Perfect for families with little ones. 



Saturday 6 November
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The Butterfly Lion 
with Michael Morpurgo
12.00-13.00  
Family event, ages 7 upwards 
 Subscription Rooms  |  £8

All my life I’ll think of you, I promise I will. I won’t ever forget you. 

The author of more than 150 novels and the winner of many awards, Sir 
Michael Morpurgo is one of Britain’s best-loved writers for children, and 
has sold more than 35 million books around the world.  

To celebrate the 25th anniversary of his book, The Butterfly Lion – and the 
publication of a glorious new edition illustrated by Christian Birmingham – 
we are thrilled to welcome Michael to Stroud to talk about this extraordinary 
tale of friendship, loyalty and overcoming adversity in which Bertie rescues 
an orphaned white lion cub from the African veld.

The two become inseparable until Bertie is sent away to school, and the lion 
is sold to a circus. Will they ever see each other again?  
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Saturday 6 November

The Extraordinary Book That Eats Itself 
with Penny Arlon and Susan Hayes 
14.00-15.00  |  Ages 6 upwards  |  Lansdown Hall  |   £5
Most books are designed just to be read, but The Extraordinary Book That 
Eats Itself is no ordinary book. In fact, every single page transforms into a 
project that helps the environment and recycles the book in the process!

In this combined event and workshop, you’ll meet Penny Arlon and Susan 
Hayes, the authors of The Extraordinary Book That Eats Itself , who will give 
you lots of brilliant ideas for small things you can do to make a difference. 
They will also show you how to make your own pine cone bird feeder to take 
home, along with an eco-badge to 
help spread the word.

Green Kids Cook:  
Good for You, Good for the Planet  
A Cookery Workshop with Jenny Chandler 
15.30-16.30  |  Ages 8-14  |  The Pavilion at The Museum in the Park  |  £8
Tie on your aprons and join us for this fantastic cookery workshop in which 
food writer and author Jenny Chandler – whose fans include Steve Backshall 
and Anna Jones – will teach you how to make simple, no-cook Vietnamese 
spring rolls, based on a recipe from her new book Green Kids Cook: Simple, 
Delicious Recipes & Top Tips, which is full of recipes for nutritious family 
food.

Jenny will also be giving you some tips on using knives safely in the kitchen, 
and encouraging you to cook and eat food that is as good for us, as it is for 
the planet.

l  30 places only.
 



16 To book: www.stroudbookfestival.org.uk

Saturday 6 November
Everyday Acts of Care 
with Kate Mosse and Madeleine Bunting
14.00-15.00  |  Subscription Rooms  |  £10 

So many of us will be called on to care for those we 
love in our lifetimes. And we also face a crisis in care 
as a country, with carework chronically underpaid, 
and the caring labours of women so often taken for 
granted. Stroud Book Festival is pleased to welcome 
two acclaimed authors to discuss what it means to 
care, both as individuals, and as a nation. 

In her latest non-fiction book An Extra Pair of Hands, 
bestselling novelist and Founder Director of the 
Women’s Prize for Fiction Kate Mosse tells her own 
moving personal story of finding herself a carer in 
middle-age: both for her parents, and later for her 
90-year-old mother-in-law. 

And in her Orwell Prize shortlisted book Labours 
of Love, novelist and non-fiction writer Madeleine 
Bunting blends her own personal experience with the 
testimonies of charity workers, doctors, social workers, 
in-home carers, nurses and more as she issues a 
clarion call for change in how we regard the act of 
caring. 

Join us for what promises to be a highly illuminating 
and compassionate discussion. 

Chaired by Alice Jolly.
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Saturday 6 November
Made in Stroud*: Debut Novels 
with Sarah Edghill, Dan Glaister  
and Hannah Persaud
16.00-17.00  |  Lansdown Hall  
£10 (includes tea and cake).

When it comes to its wealth of writing talent, Stroud most 
certainly punches well above its size! Come and hear from 
three Five Valleys novelists whose compelling and drama-
filled debut novels have been published in the past year.

Former journalist Sarah Edghill won Stroud Book Festival’s 
Katie Fforde Contemporary Fiction Award in 2016. Her debut, 
A Thousand Tiny Disappointments, tells of Martha, whose 
already fraught life is thrown into disarray with the death of 
her mother. Soon she also faces a terrible dilemma. 
Dan Glaister formerly worked at The Guardian as a writer, 
editor and foreign correspondent. His debut is A Melancholy 
Event, an eerie novel based on real events. Stephanie finds 
a hand-written story in a box of old papers. She becomes 
determined to harness its ghoulish beauty for her own ends.

Hannah Persaud is winner of InkTears Short Story Contest 
and the Fresher Writing Prize among others. Her debut, The 
Codes of Love, tells of Ryan and Emily, a couple who appear 
to have it all. But beneath the surface, trouble is brewing in 
the shape of Ada, a whimsical, high-spirited stranger.

Chaired by Jane Bailey.  Supported by Stroud Town Council.

* With thanks to Clare Honeyfield at Made in Stroud for allowing us to 
borrow her title!

Small Steps to Less Waste 
with Claudi Williams
15.00–16.00  |  Atelier Stroud  |  £5
We are celebrating the publication of Small Steps to Less 
Waste – Stories to Inspire Change, published in 2021 by 
Stroud-based Quickthorn, an imprint of Hawthorn Press. 

The book tells the stories of 12 local people who found unique 
ways to ditch plastic, repurpose and mend clothes, run repair 
cafes and organise community workshops. 

Meet the author Claudi Williams (Stroud District Action 
on Plastic) whose family banished most plastics from their 
lives, and contributor Kath Child (Atelier Stroud) who runs a 
community and makers space with a sustainability agenda. 

We hope to spark lively discussion and will also demonstrate 
cleaning recipes from the book and show exhibits from 
contributors.

Chaired by Katy Bevan from Quickthorn. 
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Saturday 6 November

Rebuild: How to Thrive in the New  
Kindness Economy
with Mary Portas
16.00-17.00  |  Subscription Rooms |  £10   

People. Planet. Profit. In that order. 

Retail guru Mary Portas lives and breathes business. But in the wake of 
the pandemic, she argues that we’ve been doing it all wrong. Rampant 
consumerism has been driving the economic machine and we have put the 
pursuit of profit above all else. So now it’s time for a rethink, in the belief that 
more doesn’t necessarily equal better. 

Join Mary as she makes a welcome return to Stroud Book Festival to talk about
      how we can reset the business dial through a new ‘Kindness Economy’, 
         based on her conviction that businesses must understand the fundamental
          role they play in the fabric of our lives in order to thrive. We must, she 
       says, balance commerce with social progress. 

Chaired by Clare Honeyfield.

Sponsored by Bailey Paints Ltd.
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Saturday 6 November

Entangled Life 
with Merlin Sheldrake
18.00-19.00  |  Subscription Rooms  |  £10 

The more we learn about fungi, the less makes sense without them.

Join biologist, musician and keen fermenter Merlin Sheldrake as he presents 
a mind-altering exploration of the world of fungi, based on his bestselling and 
revelatory book, Entangled Life: How Fungi Make Our Worlds, Change Our 
Minds and Shape Our Futures.  

Along the way, we will discover how fungi can solve problems without a brain, 
digest plastic and other human messes, manipulate animal behaviour in 
extraordinary ways, and connect extensive networks of other living things; as 
well as giving us bread, alcohol and life-saving medicines. 

Chaired by Caroline Sanderson.

How to Eat Now:  
Sustainable Shopping, Global Feasting
with Romy Gill and Dan Saladino 
18.00-19.00  |  Lansdown Hall |  £10   

Most of us have embraced a global way of eating, relishing food – and 
ingredients – imported from around the world. But how sustainable is this? 
Should we be adapting local food instead? We welcome two food writers, 
expertly placed to answer such questions.

Romy Gill MBE is a British-Indian chef and cookery teacher, and former owner 
and head chef at Romy’s Kitchen in Thornbury, South Gloucestershire. Inspired 
by her heritage, her much acclaimed first cookbook, Zaika: Vegan Recipes from 
India, imbues delicious vegan recipes with the flavours of Romy’s childhood.

Dan Saladino, who lives in Cheltenham but has Sicilian roots, is an award-
winning journalist who makes programmes about food for BBC Radio 4 and 
the World Service. His book Eating to Extinction: The World’s Rarest Foods 
and Why We Need to Save Them is a love letter to the diversity of global food 
cultures, and a call to arms to preserve them.

Chaired by Kate Young.

The more we learn about fungi, the less makes sense without them.

Join biologist, musician and keen fermenter Merlin Sheldrake as he presents 
a mind-altering exploration of the world of fungi, based on his bestselling and 
revelatory book, Entangled Life: How Fungi Make Our Worlds, Change Our 
Minds and Shape Our Futures.  

Along the way, we will discover how fungi can solve problems without a brain, 
digest plastic and other human messes, manipulate animal behaviour in 
extraordinary ways, and connect extensive networks of other living things; as 
well as giving us bread, alcohol and life-saving medicines. 

Chaired by Caroline Sanderson.

How to Eat Now:  
Sustainable Shopping, Global Feasting
with Romy Gill and Dan Saladino 
18.00-19.00  |  Lansdown Hall |  £10   

Most of us have embraced a global way of eating, relishing food – and 
ingredients – imported from around the world. But how sustainable is this? 
Should we be adapting local food instead? We welcome two food writers, 
expertly placed to answer such questions.

Romy Gill MBE is a British-Indian chef and cookery teacher, and former owner 
and head chef at Romy’s Kitchen in Thornbury, South Gloucestershire. Inspired 
by her heritage, her much acclaimed first cookbook, Zaika: Vegan Recipes from 
India, imbues delicious vegan recipes with the flavours of Romy’s childhood.

Dan Saladino, who lives in Cheltenham but has Sicilian roots, is an award-
winning journalist who makes programmes about food for BBC Radio 4 and 
the World Service. His book Eating to Extinction: The World’s Rarest Foods 
and Why We Need to Save Them is a love letter to the diversity of global food 
cultures, and a call to arms to preserve them.

Chaired by Kate Young.
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Saturday 6 November

Festival Poetry Night: Imtiaz Dharker 
20.00-21.00  |  Lansdown Hall  |  £10 

Reading her, one feels that were there to be a World Laureate, Imtiaz Dharker 
would be the only candidate                                                      Carol Ann Duffy

For our headline poetry event this year, we are thrilled to welcome poet, artist 
and video-filmmaker Imtiaz Dharker to Stroud Book Festival.

Born in Lahore in Pakistan, Imtiaz grew up in Glasgow and was awarded the 
Queen’s Gold Medal for Poetry in 2014. Her poetry collections include Purdah, 
Postcards from God, The Terrorist at My Table, Leaving Fingerprints, Over 
the Moon and her latest, Luck is the Hook, which was published in 2018. Her 
poems have been broadcast widely on BBC Radio 3 and 4 as well as the BBC 
World Service and are also on the GCSE and A Level English syllabus. 

For Stroud Book Festival, Imtiaz will discuss her work and read poems from 
across her published collections. Don’t miss this opportunity to hear from one of 
our finest poets and performers.

Introduced by Adam Horovitz.                    Sponsored by Stroud High School.
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How to Be Cooler Than Cool 
with Sean Taylor
10.00-10.45  |  Ages 3-7  |  Lansdown Hall |  £5

Bring along your sunglasses (yes, we know 
it’s November!) and be one of the coolest 
people in Stroud, as you join author Sean 
Taylor for some brilliant picture book fun 
featuring riddles and rhymes, some silly 
songs, and a reading of his brand-new 
book How To Be Cooler Than Cool. 

Sean is the award-winning author of 60 books 
for children, including Hoot Owl Master Of 
Disguise, I Want To Be In A Scary Story, Kiss  
The Crocodile and Don’t Call Me  
Choochie Pooh.

Don’t miss this COOL event, with more COOL on 
top! 

Sunday 7 NovemberSaturday 6 NovemberSaturday 6 November

Why Liberalism Will Save Us 
with Ian Dunt
20.00–21.00  |  Subscription Rooms  |  £10 

Thinking for yourself in a populist world.

Across the world, the authoritarian right is taking control, and launching an all-out 
assault on liberal values. How can we fight back?  

In his book, How to Be a Liberal (“a rallying cry for those who still believe in 
freedom and reason”), political commentator and journalist Ian Dunt charts the 
story of liberalism: an epic narrative which stretches from the battlefields of the 
English Civil War and the French Revolution to the 2008 financial crash, Brexit, 
Donald Trump and Covid-19. 

Join Ian as he makes a welcome return to Stroud Book Festival to debate the 
principles and practices of liberalism, in the belief that liberal ideas remain our 
most powerful weapon in “shattering the tiny lies of populists”. 

Chaired by Stephen Kinsella. 
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Roald Dahl’s Rotsome & 
Repulsant Words  
with Sara-Jane Arbury  
and Katie Balson 
13.00-13.45 |  Family event for ages 6+  
Lansdown Hall |  £5 

Calling all human beans! Get ready to gobblefunk with 
word wizards Sara-Jane Arbury and Katie Balson 
as they take a light-hearted look at Roald Dahl’s 
redunculously rude and rotsome words! 

You’ll learn how to curse like a giant and insult like a 
Trunchbull as you have oodles and oodles of foulsome fun 
with wacky word games, explosive expletives, frobscottling 
facts, mouth manglers and whizzpopping poppyrot!

Interview with a Shark 
with Andy Seed
11.30-12.15  |  Ages 6-9 Lansdown Hall |  £5 

If you could talk to animals, what would you ask? 

Get familiar with ten extraordinary ocean giants as they step up to the mic and 
share their habits, behaviour, likes and dislikes, favourite foods, and more. 

In this fun and fact-filled book, bite-sized text in a question-and-answer format 
is paired with colourful and engaging illustrations throughout. It features 
‘interviews’ with a great white shark, blue whale, orca, sunfish, giant squid, 
narwhal, manta ray, octopus, conger eel, and angler fish. Plus, ideas for how 
to do your bit to help endangered species.
   

Sunday 7 November
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Sunday 7 November

What the Ladybird 
Heard 
with Lydia Monks
14.30-15.15 |  Ages 3-6 |  
Subscription Rooms |  £5 

Join author and picture book illustrator extraordinaire Lydia Monks 
for a sparkling adventure featuring special guest appearances from 
our favourite crime-busting ladybird, as well as dastardly villains Hefty 
Hugh and Lanky Len, from the bestselling What the Ladybird Heard 
series, written by Julia Donaldson. 

Expect to be entertained with storytelling, live drawing and a whole host 
more! 

Make Awesome Comics 
with Neill Cameron
15.30-16.30 | Ages 8-14 | The Pavilion at the Museum in the Park 
 £8 
From robot superheroes to dinosaur pirates, by way of jet-powered apes 
and pretty much everything in between! 

In this awe-inspiring interactive workshop, writer and comics artist Neill 
Cameron (whose books include Mega Robo Bros and Freddy VS 
School) shows you how to come up with your own  
awesome ideas for stories and characters. Then  
he’ll show you how to tell those stories using the  
amazing power of COMICS!

l  30 places only.
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Sunday 7 November

The Devil You Know:  
Stories of Human Cruelty and Compassion 
with Dr Gwen Adshead
14.30-15.30  |  Lansdown Hall  |  £10 
I’ve come to think of my patients as survivors of a disaster where they are the 
disaster and my colleagues and I are the first responders.

So writes leading forensic psychiatrist and psychotherapist Dr Gwen 
Adshead in her book, The Devil You Know: Stories of Human Cruelty and 
Compassion, a BBC Radio 4 Book of the Week earlier this year. Written with 
author Eileen Horne, it brings us the anonymised case histories of 11 violent 
offenders encountered during her more than 30-year career working in the 
NHS, including at Broadmoor Hospital in Berkshire.

We are delighted to welcome Dr Adshead to Stroud Book Festival, to give us 
first-hand insights into her remarkable work. Her powerful central message is 
that we and the men and women she has worked with are more alike than we 
are different, and thus we must respond with compassion over condemnation, 
and empathy over fear.

Chaired by Sarah Dunant.

I Belong Here: Writing and Walking
with Anita Sethi
12.00-13.00  |  Subscription Rooms |  £10   
When you experience abuse it can close you off from everything, but healing 
comes from keeping open to the world and to other people. Walking and writing 
have helped me bear the seemingly unbearable.

During the pandemic, many of us who are lucky enough to live close to nature 
have embraced the joys and consolations of walking in the wild like never before.
Anita Sethi has been an instinctive lover of the natural world since her inner-city 
Manchester childhood. After suffering a horrific race hate crime in 2019, she re-
embraced the call of the wild by walking the Pennine Way, in an act of recovery 
and reclamation after a racist had told her to “go back home where you belong”.

We’re delighted to welcome Anita to Stroud Book Festival to discuss how walking 
and writing about walking have both helped her heal, and empowered her to 
speak out about societal injustice. It’s a journey she writes about eloquently in her 
debut book, I Belong Here: a blend of memoir, nature writing and activism, which 
was shortlisted for the 2021 Wainwright Prize for UK Nature Writing.

Chaired by Caroline Sanderson.
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Made in Stroud: Historical Novelists 
with Tessa Harris, Mandy Robotham and Sarah Steele
16.30-17.30  |  Lansdown Hall  |  £10 (includes tea and cake).

In our second event showcasing outstanding representatives of Stroud’s writing talent, we 
present three novelists inspired by the history of 20th century Europe.

Tessa Harris is the author of Beneath the Starless Sky, a novel of love, courage and betrayal 
set in Nazi Germany. Lili Sternberg longs to be a ballet dancer. But outside the sanctuary 
of the theatre, the Nazi party is gaining power and threats to Jewish families like hers are 
increasing.

Mandy Robotham’s novel, The Girl Behind the Wall, is set in Berlin in the early ’60s. When 
the Berlin Wall goes up, Karin is trapped under Soviet rule in the East and separated from 
twin sister Jutta in the West.  They lead parallel lives, cut off by the wall, until Jutta finds a way 
through, leaving Karin to face a terrible dilemma.

Sarah Steele is the author of The Schoolteacher of Saint-Michel, a novel set in wartime 
France. In 1942 at the end of the school day, schoolteacher Lucie Laval warns her pupils not to 
stop until the German guards let them through the barrier between occupied France and Free 
France. But what else must she do to keep them safe?

Chaired by Debbie Young.                                              Supported by Stroud Town Council.

Hope Not Fear 
with Hassan Akkad
16.00-17.00  |  Subscription Rooms  |  £10 

At the inaugural Stroud Book Festival in 2016, we hosted a sell-
out event with film-maker, activist and Syrian refugee Hassan 
Akkad in which he spoke movingly about his perilous journey 
to the UK, captured in the BAFTA–award winning documentary, 
Exodus. 

Five years on, we are honoured to welcome Hassan back to 
Stroud to mark the publication of his memoir Hope Not Fear: 
Finding My Way From Refugee to Filmmaker to NHS Hospital 
Cleaner in which he takes us from the jasmine-scented streets 
of his Damascus childhood, to London, where he worked on the 
NHS frontline during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Whilst he has experienced much that is harrowing, his is also a 
story of finding “compassion, bravery and empathy in the most 
unlikely of places”.  

Chaired by Cynthia Jefferies.
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75 Year 
Anniversary  
Season of 
Events

Music

Dance

Poetry

Film

Art

Theatre 
September 2021 until April 2022

www.stroudartsfestival.org 

Dweller in Shadows:  
The Life, Words and Music of Ivor Gurney
with Kate Kennedy
18.00-19.00  |  Subscription Rooms |  £10   

Born and raised in Gloucester, Ivor Gurney (1890–1937) wrote some of the most 
anthologised poems of the First World War and composed some of the greatest works 
in the English song repertoire, such as Sleep. Yet his life was shadowed by the trauma 
of the war and mental illness, and he spent his last 15 years in a mental asylum. 

Biographer and broadcaster Kate Kennedy is the author of Dweller in Shadows, the 
first-ever comprehensive biography of this extraordinary artist. We’re delighted to 
welcome Kate to Stroud Book Festival to discuss her compelling biography, which sets 
Gurney’s life and work against the backdrop of war and his institutionalisation, probing 
links between madness, suffering and creativity.

Kate’s talk will feature musical interludes of Ivor Gurney’s songs, sung by Dominic 
Bevan, and accompanied by Simon Over at the piano. Don’t miss this chance to 
remember a Gloucestershire great, who when facing death in the trenches, hoped that 
history might not “forget me quite”
Supported by Stroud Arts Festival.
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The Joy of Small Things 
with Hannah Jane Parkinson
18.30–19.30  |  Lansdown Hall  |  £10 

‘The Joy of Small Things’ is a real soul-salve of a collection: beautifully 
written and full of gentle insight and warm wit.                           Nigella Lawson  

Experiencing tricky times? Dreading the dismal days of winter? Then join us 
for this wonderfully balmy and uplifting event, which will give us all renewed 
appreciation of life’s everyday delights. As she demonstrates in her uplifting 
Saturday Guardian Magazine column The Joy of Small Things, journalist 
Hannah Jane Parkinson is a specialist in savouring the small pleasures 
of life, whether she is revelling in a fluffy dressing gown (“like bathing in 
marshmallow”), noticing the personalities of fonts (“you’ll never see Comic 
Sans on a funeral notice”), or feeling no guilt on calling time on a book she isn’t 
enjoying.

With her columns now collected in a book, also entitled The Joy of Small 
Things, we’re delighted to welcome Hannah to Stroud Book Festival. We’ll be 
inviting our audience to share their own cheering inspirations.

Chaired by Caroline Sanderson.     Sponsored by Saymor Beds & Furniture.  
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Stroud Short Stories No.22 ‘Wild’
19.30, doors open 19.00  |  Cotswold Playhouse

The Festival wouldn’t be complete 
without our partners Stroud Short 
Stories, whose 22nd event will be 
held on 7 November at the Cotswold 
Playhouse. This time the theme is WILD!

Writers from across Gloucestershire 
submit their stories twice a year to SSS 
Organiser/Editor John Holland. Ten 
stories are selected – from the hundred 

or so submitted – to be read by their authors, who may be professional writers, 
skilled amateurs or complete beginners. John’s co-judge for this event is 
author, blogger and self-publishing guru, Debbie Young.

Proclaimed by the Cheltenham Literature Festival as “possibly the best short 
story event in the South West”, SSS’s considerable reputation is based on the 
unfailingly high quality of the stories read at its events. The last 14 live events 
all sold out in advance, so book early to avoid disappointment..

Tickets on sale from Friday 8 October: www.cotswoldplayhouse.co.uk

Stroud Book Festival and 5VA, the 
perfect combination:

A good read and a comfortable home from home to chill out in.

call: 01453 764496        book: www.5va.co.uk/book/
email: stay@5va.co.uk  plan: www.cotcotswolds.uk
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BBC Radio Gloucestershire 
Jane Bailey
Bantam Press
Sally Barker
Katy Bevan
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Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust

We are very grateful to all our supporters, sponsors and funders for their generosity.
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